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Ancient Period: From Egyptian Art to the Late Middle Ages
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The course will survey the history of art in various media, from ancient Egypt,
through Greco-Roman Antiquity, the early Middle Ages, the Byzantine Empire, the
Islamic world and up to the High Middle Ages. Lectures will introduce major
monuments in the history of art in the field of architecture, painting, illuminated
manuscripts, and sculpture, with special focus on their communicative, social,
political and religious roles. These will provide the students with the evolutionary
knowledge, basic concepts, and terminology required for the core and advanced
courses and will enable them to discuss the formal qualities of the artworks, their
subject-matters, and significances within their historical perspective.

The panoramic introduction will be accompanied by a reading section that will be
mandatory for the students of Art History, and elective for students from other
departments. Classes will be given by several lecturers, each an expert in the specific
field.
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